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This is a little-known but fascinating story of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, a 

critically-important 14-mile long trade route used extensively by international shipping.  

It’s known as “Baltimore’s back 

door” because it’s a money-

saving shortcut between the port 

of Baltimore and points north via 

the Atlantic Ocean.  The Canal’s 

construction in the early 1800’s 

was a major catalyst to 

Baltimore’s booming growth as a 

major inland port. Today, it is a 

nautical gateway to Baltimore 

and carries more than 40% of all 

trade traffic into the port.   

 

This program shares the canal’s history and impact to the area through the stories of ship 

pilots, historians, lock operators, re-enactors, engineers, authors and more. 
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Ask just about anyone what comes to mind when you mention Maryland, and they’ll 

probably say “you know, crabs.”  

What they really mean is the iconic, 

hardy, blue-green Chesapeake 

crustacean known to scientists as 

Callinectus Sapidus -- and to the rest 

of us by a bunch of other names: blue 

crabs, jimmies, sooks, sallies, peelers, 

v-bottoms and sponge crabs.  No 

matter what they’re called, if they’re 

fished out of Chesapeake waters, they’re most likely destined for a dinner plate as a crab 

cake, or a paper-lined table to be hammered, cracked and picked on a summer’s day. 

 

This is the way things have been for as long as 

men and women have caught the wily Blue Crab 

out of the Bay and the rivers that feed North 

America’s largest estuary.  People love to eat crab 

and watermen are happy to catch and sell them. 

An entire industry grew out of this arrangement 

between fisher and eater, one that’s become a 

modern and vibrant economic engine for locals 

who work the water, and for the others who earn a living from its crab bounty.  But times 

are changing, and things are shifting. 

 

Facing some new and unexpected challenges, 

the blue crab industry feels a bit tentative as 

it looks to the future.  From watermen and 

waterwomen working their trot lines and 

pulling their crab pots, to processing houses 

dotting the banks of the bay, uncertainty is 

today’s watchword for an industry that has 

worked largely behind the scenes and out of 

the public eye.  From labor shortages in 

processing facilities to crab harvest declines, 

international competition and water quality 

issues, the waterman is facing a barrage of unforeseen and difficult challenges. 
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An Island Out of Time is a half-hour documentary about Smith Island that features Mary 

Ada and Dwight Marshall.  Their lives personify the Chesapeake Bay’s seafood-

harvesting culture and history, but their four children chose to break with that tradition. 

The film, like Tom Horton's 1996 book, An Island Out of Time, is both a celebration and 

elegy for a place beset with erosion, dwindling population and vanishing economic 

opportunities.  
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In the forests of Borneo, a native 

community struggles to protect its ancestral homeland from an industry poised to destroy 

one of the Earth’s oldest and most biodiverse rainforests. Borneo’s Vanishing Tribes 

offers a glimpse into the lives of those most at risk, the Dayak known as "people of the 

forest." For millennia the Dayak have relied on the Bornean rainforests for nearly 

everything. Today, their close bond with nature is being threatened as huge swathes of 

their once-mighty forests are razed.  

 

A leader in the effort to protect the forest is 

Wendi Tamariska. Wendi is the Sustainable 

Livelihoods Manager for the Gunung Palung 

Orangutan Conservation Program. As a Dayak, 

he has the deepest respect for the forest and all 

things in it, and has dedicated his life to caring 

for it. His main focus is to educate local 

communities about how they can better look after 

their forest homes.  

 

Borneo is the Earth’s third largest island and is 

roughly the size of France. It hosts one of the 

largest assemblages of biodiversity found anywhere on Earth – over 15,000 different 

species of flowering plants, a third of which are found nowhere else.  Borneo is also 

home to clouded leopards and forest rhinos, giant squirrels and pygmy elephants, sun 

bears and orangutans.  

 

As recently as 50 years ago, Borneo's rainforests were still largely intact. Today, oil palm 

plantations are rapidly replacing 

old growth forests. Deforestation 

in Indonesia alone averages 

300,000 hectares each year – 

roughly half the size of 

Delaware. Clearing the land by 

mechanical means is a time 

consuming and expensive 

process, so the forests are opened 

by using “slash and burn” 

techniques. The epidemic of 

forest and peatland fires which raged in Indonesia in 2015 were a direct result of decades 

of poor management practices and land clearing carried out on behalf of palm oil 

corporations. These practices have put the future of the forests, and the Dayak people, in 

jeopardy.  
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This is the story of a mill town that has lived with floods for two hundred fifty years and 

has always rebuilt after 

the waters recede.  But, as 

the rains and flooding 

have worsened, and local 

development has greatly 

increased, the citizens are 

becoming more afraid as 

they continue to face the 

possibility of having to 

tear down historic 

buildings in order to save 

lives.  

 

They have had to accept a 

new normal…one of fear, 

destruction, and rains like never before. 

It’s an important story 

of townspeople that 

have been challenged 

and traumatized after 

losing four lives, several 

local businesses, and 

their last bit of hope 

when they experienced 

two different thousand-

year floods that 

occurred in only 

twenty-two months’ 

time.   

 

The important story of 

the challenges faced by 

town may end up being America’s canary in a coal mine. 

  

  



AAnnaaccoossttiiaa  

RReevveeaalleedd    
 

  30 Minutes, 2019 

  Release Date: 4/26/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

  
 
The Anacostia is more than just a river in the nation’s capital. It’s also home to thousands 

of people. The waters are beautiful, but 

they are troubled by centuries of abuse, 

neglect and man-made pollution.  

 

Though some cleanup efforts by the 

city of Washington, D.C. have been 

implemented, a series of passionate 

local residents and River Keepers, each 

experts in their field, have turned 

attention to their watershed to shed 

light on its problems to the public. 

Their aim is a swimmable and fishable 

Anacostia River for generations to come.  

 

Can it happen? 
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Cream of Blue Crab soup, butter-broiled Bluefish, St. Leonard’s Stuffed Ham with 

collards, Wicomico Barbequed 

Chicken, baked n’ buttered yeast rolls, 

Crab Loaf, scalloped corn pudding, 

summer stewed tomatoes, fried clam 

fritters, sherry-dressed Crab Imperial, 

Smith Island Cake, Dog Days 

Succotash, Highlandtown Sauerbrauten 

and spätzle, Mock Turtle Soup, Duck in 

Aspic, Raised Pie, Fried Oysters, Baked 

Crab-Stuffed Rockfish, Sauteed 

Softshell Crab, icebox Crab Salad with 

Cantaloupe, farm-Beaten Biscuits and Lady Baltimore Cake. 

It reads like a banquet menu, but it’s really a Chesapeake feast. In fact, The Five Feasts. 

Made up of Bay-region, time-tested and 

family-treasured recipes that we at 

Maryland Public Television rediscover, 

re-create and sample in Eatin’ the 

Chesapeake: The Five Feasts.  

From the quiet brackish shallows at Elk 

Neck, Maryland to the rolling hills and 

beauty of southern Maryland farms, and 

on to the lively talk and song of Eastern 

Shore church halls, 400 years of seafood, 

seashore and traditional cooking is coming home to Marylanders and their neighbors. 

There are favorite Chesapeake-born dishes from colonial cookbooks, crab shacks, 

German home-kitchen cooks, southern Maryland farms, Eastern Shore chicken-fry 

kitchens and Smith Island fresh-off- the-boat Chesapeake supper tables. 

So pull up a chair and sample the 

best dishes the Chesapeake 

region has the offer in Eatin’ the 

Chesapeake: The Five Feasts.  
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High Tide in Dorchester aims to create a conversation about climate change, along with 

related impacts of sea level rise and 

erosion, and leverage that conversation 

into action. Locations around the country 

already have growing concerns for the 

future that increasingly faces coastal areas 

worldwide, including Dorchester County, 

MD. This low-lying county on the Eastern 

Shore of the Chesapeake Bay is the fourth 

largest of Maryland’s 23 counties by land 

area, but it is destined to drop to the 14th 

largest by 2100 - or sooner - as waters rise 

and erosion worsens. Dorchester is fast 

becoming the coal miner’s canary; ground zero for the Chesapeake Region. 

 

High Tide in Dorchester is a wake-up call: It’s time for a retreat from the shoreline, of 

which the Chesapeake estuary has some 

11,000 miles. Historically, millions of people 

have sought to live as close to that shoreline 

as possible, but few communities are doing 

adequate planning to meet the imminent 

challenges of restraint, retreat and adaptation 

to living on the edges of a rising tide. 

 

Rising seas also threaten many species of 

waterfowl and other birds that nest in these 

extensive wetlands. It is imperative that we 

give our wetlands space to migrate upland as they are flooded in the lowlands.  

 

The film also looks closely at the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, where scientists 

and managers are already dealing with the impacts of the rising tide. 
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Baltimore's harbor is a national landmark and a source of pride for the people of the city. 

However, water pollution is 

a serious issue in Baltimore, 

affecting human health and 

the city’s economy. Every 

year, millions of gallons of 

sewage seep of out of the 

city’s aging underground 

sewage infrastructure and 

into Baltimore’s waterways. 

The resulting bacterial 

presence in streams, rivers 

and the harbor can be a 

threat to anyone who comes into contact with the water. 

  

Healing Baltimore’s Harbor: A Pipe Dream? explores the challenges facing the city as 

it works to meet the requirements of a federal 

consent decree calling for it to fix and rebuild its 

infrastructure. And it tells the stories of citizens 

committed to protect the city they love - and the 

water they need. 

 

This film engages and informs with compelling 

stories surrounding water pollution in the Inner 

Harbor and those willing to go out of their way to 

protect the city they love - and the water they 

need. 
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With a focus on climate change, this program looks into how agriculture is impacted.  

What do changes in weather, water, and atmosphere mean for our food production? 

First, we take a look at the effects of sea level 

rise, which is already being experienced by 

waterfront farm fields on the shore. Farmers 

are struggling with the dual challenges of 

increasingly salty groundwater and more 

frequent flooding. Kate Tully, a professor and 

researcher, is studying these impacts with the 

hope of finding alternative crops and solutions 

for farmers. 

Recent weather data has shown that heavy downpours are happening more often than 

they once did, but at the same time farmers 

continue to face dual challenges of summer 

heat waves and drought. We visit two farms 

to explore why crops growing in healthy 

soil—full of rich, organic matter—fare better 

in extreme weather events. 

Lew Ziska, a researcher with the United 

States Department of Agriculture explains 

how increased carbon dioxide in the atmosphere impacts crops—and weeds.  Viewers 

also learn about cherry tomatoes grown in an unlikely location for a farm: on top of a 

former coal mine. Along the way we learn how Frostburg Grows is helping to heal 

landscapes and a community dealing with the rise and fall of coal mining. 

https://www.ars.usda.gov/
https://www.ars.usda.gov/
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HHiiddddeenn  bbeenneeaatthh  tthhee  mmuuddddyy  PPaattuuxxeenntt  rriivveerrbbeedd,,  aa  nneeaarrllyy  ffoorrggootttteenn  ttaallee  ooff  ccoouurraaggee  hhaass  

sslluummbbeerreedd……  

  

TThhee  WWaarr  ooff  11881122  hhiitt  tthhee  CChheessaappeeaakkee  

hhaarrdd::  BBrriittaaiinn’’ss  RRooyyaall  NNaavvyy  wwaass  tthhee  

mmoosstt  ppoowweerrffuull  ffoorrccee  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  aanndd  

hheerr  wwaarrsshhiippss  rraaiiddeedd  bbaayyssiiddee  ttoowwnnss  wwiitthh  

iimmppuunniittyy..  IInn  BBaallttiimmoorree,,  RReevvoolluuttiioonnaarryy  

WWaarr  hheerroo  JJoosshhuuaa  BBaarrnneeyy  ccoouulldd  nnoott  ssiitt  

iiddllyy  bbyy..  TToo  mmoouunntt  aa  ccoouunntteerrssttrriikkee,,  hhee  

aasssseemmbblleedd  aa  mmoossqquuiittoo  fflleeeett  dduubbbbeedd  TThhee  

CChheessaappeeaakkee  FFlloottiillllaa  ……  aanndd  ffrroomm  hhiiss  ffllaaggsshhiipp  TThhee  UUSSSS  SSccoorrppiioonn,,  CCoommmmooddoorree  BBaarrnneeyy  lleedd  

aa  cchhaarrggee  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  ffeeaarrssoommee  RRooyyaall  NNaavvyy..  AAfftteerr  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  ddaarriinngg  bbaattttlleess,,  tthhee  FFlloottiillllaa  

wwaass  cchhaasseedd  uupp  tthhee  PPaattuuxxeenntt  RRiivveerr  aanndd  iinntteennttiioonnaallllyy  ssccuuttttlleedd  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  tthheemm  ffrroomm  ffaalllliinngg  

iinnttoo  eenneemmyy  hhaannddss..  

  

MMaannyy  ooff  tthhee  llooccaallss  wwoouulldd  bbee  hhaappppyy  ttoo  tteellll  

yyoouu  aabboouutt  tthhee  sshhiippwwrreecckkss  aanndd  hhooww  tthheeiirr  

ggrraannddppaarreennttss  uusseedd  ttoo  ccaasstt  ffiisshhiinngg  lliinneess  iinnttoo  

tthheemm..    YYeett  ffoorr  tthhoossee  tthhaatt  wweenntt  llooookkiinngg,,  tthhee  

lloosstt  fflleeeett  aallwwaayyss  rreemmaaiinneedd  eelluussiivvee..    IIss  llooccaall  

lleeggeenndd  aanndd  lloorree  aallll  tthhaatt  rreemmaaiinneedd  ooff  tthhee  

FFlloottiillllaa??  

  

TThhee  SSeeaarrcchh  ffoorr  tthhee  UUSSSS  SSccoorrppiioonn  iiss  aa  

ddooccuummeennttaarryy  ssppeecciiaall  tthhaatt  ppuuttss  tthhee  vviieewweerr  oonn  tthhee  ffrroonntt  lliinneess  ooff  mmaarriinnee  aarrcchhaaeeoollooggyy..  

EEmmbbeeddddeedd  wwiitthh  tteeaamm  ooff  sscciieennttiissttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  UUSS  NNaavvyy,,  wwee  ttrraavveell  oovveerr  rriivveerr  aanndd  uunnddeerrwwaatteerr  

ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthhee  cclluueess  aanndd  ppiieeccee  ttooggeetthheerr  aa  mmyysstteerryy  ooff  hhiissttoorryy..  CCoouulldd  iitt  bbee  tthhaatt  tthhee  lloosstt  

ffllaaggsshhiipp  ooff  CCoommmmooddoorree  BBaarrnneeyy’’ss  FFlloottiillllaa  hhaass  ffiinnaallllyy  bbeeeenn  ffoouunndd??    
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17th century Irish essayist Jonathan Swift dared say what so many before him believed: 

“He was a bold man that first ate 

an oyster.”  The lowly oyster is a 

delicacy the world over, yet 

many people say enjoying one is 

an acquired taste.  

 

In the Chesapeake Bay region, 

the Chesapeake Oyster is King. 

Whether it’s slurped down raw 

on the half shell or fried, baked, 

braised or roasted, it’s a favorite. 

Eatin’ Oysters: Chesapeake Style! takes viewers around the Chesapeake region in search 

of who’s eating oysters, where to find the best of them, and the best ways to eat them. 
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More than six million people live in the Potomac watershed area.  Whether they know it 

or not, some of the very infrastructure that supports their modern lifestyles is poisoning 

the Potomac River.  It is the mission of three River Keepers to patrol the Potomac and do 

what they must to protect it. 

  

In the Shenandoah River, a major tributary 

to the Potomac, fish kills caused by algae 

are common and an obvious concern for 

River Keeper Mark Frondorf.  One of the 

major sources of pollution in the 

Shenandoah is nutrient runoff from farms.  

Although Mark works tirelessly to 

encourage farmers to fence their animals 

out of waterways, many farmers do not 

engage in best management practices, which will protect the river from these dangers.  

 

On the Upper Potomac river, River Keeper Brent 

Walls monitors the river for the Potomac 

Riverkeepers Network. One of his greatest concerns 

is a pipeline that pumps a foul smelling brown fluid 

into an otherwise pristine section of the river 24 hours 

a day.  The effluent comes from a nearby wastewater 

treatment plant operated by the Upper Potomac River 

Commission. The effluent poses a danger for fish and 

wildlife in the river and increases the water 

temperature to unnatural levels.  

 

As the Lower Potomac Riverkeeper, Dean 

Naujoks contends with many sources of 

pollution.  One source, the Coal Ash Disposal 

Ponds at Possum Point Power Plant, has 

drawn the attention of local residents, 

environmental activists, and state legislators. 

These groups are concerned with Dominion 

Power’s claim that their coal ash disposal 

program is safe. We follow Dean as he fights against a serious threat to not only the 

Potomac River, but also the health of those who live near its banks.   

 

This program was produced by graduate film students at American University’s  

School of Communication’s Center for Environmental Filmmaking. 
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FFoorr  ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss,,  tthhee  CCoonncceerrtt  ffoorr  tthhee  CChheessaappeeaakkee  BBaayy  hhaass  

pprreesseenntteedd  aa  tteerrrriiffiicc  aassssoorrttmmeenntt  ooff  mmuussiicc..  RRaannggiinngg  ffrroomm  

iinnddiiee  cchhaammbbeerr  ppoopp  ttoo  rroocckkiinngg  ssoouull  aanndd  AAmmeerriiccaann  rroooottss  ttoo  

rrhhyytthhmmiicc  bbeeaatt  bbooxxiinngg,,  ttaalleenntteedd  aarrttiissttss  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  iinn  

ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  vvoolluunntteeeerriissmm  ffoorr  tthhee  CChheessaappeeaakkee  BBaayy  wwaatteerrsshheedd..  

  

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr’’ss  ccoonncceerrtt  hhiigghhlliigghhttss  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  ““ffaann  ffaavvoorriitteess””..  TThheerree  wweerree  ggrreeaatt  aaccttss  ssuucchh  aass  iinnddiiee  

ppoopp  bbaanndd  JJuukkeebbooxx  tthhee  GGhhoosstt,,  tthhee  GGrreeaatt  

AAmmeerriiccaann  CCaannyyoonn  BBaanndd,,  KKeellllyy  BBeellll  BBaanndd,,  

BBoobbbbyy  EE  LLeeee  &&aammpp;;  tthhee  SSyymmppaatthhiizzeerrss  aanndd  

TThhee  BBeelllleevveeddeerreess..  TThheerree  wwaass  aallssoo  ssoouull  

ssiinnggiinngg  BBrrooookkss  LLoonngg  aanndd  tthhee  MMaadd  DDoogg  NNoo  

GGoooodd  aanndd  TThhee  HHeerrdd  ooff  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett..  TThheenn  

tthheerree  wweerree  tthhee  PPuunncchh  BBrrootthheerrss  wwiitthh  lleeaadd  

ssiinnggeerr  CChhrriiss  TThhiillee,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  rreecceennttllyy  

nnaammeeddhhoosstt  ooff  tthhee  ffaammeedd  PPrraaiirriiee  HHoommee  

CCoommppaanniioonn  rraaddiioo  sshhooww,,  tthhee  UUrrssuullaa  RRiicckkss  

PPrroojjeecctt,,  AAmmoonngg  WWoollvveess,,  BBoosslleeyy,,  SSeeaattttllee  iinnddiiee  

bbaanndd  HHeeyy  MMaarrsseeiilllleess,,  aanndd  ssiinnggeerr//ssoonnggwwrriitteerr  VViiccttoorriiaa  VVooxx  

wwiitthh  bbeeaattbbooxxeerr  SShhooddeekkeehh..  AAnndd  iitt  wwaass  bbaacckk  iinn  oouurr  vveerryy  ffiirrsstt  

ccoonncceerrtt  tthhaatt  wwee  ggoott  tthhiinnggss  ssttaarrtteedd  wwiitthh  ffoouurr  ssppeecciiaall  aaccttss  --  tthhee  

aammaazziinngg  CChhrriiss  JJaaccoobbss  BBaanndd,,  tthhee  ttaalleenntteedd  RRaacchhaaeell  YYaammaaggaattaa,,  

tthhee  uunniiqquuee  rraapp//ffoollkk  dduuoo  ooff  CCaalleebb  aanndd  SSaalleeeemm  aanndd  tthhee  ssoouull  

ssoouunnddss  ooff  OOlldd  MMaann  BBrroowwnn  ––  ffeeaattuurriinngg  ““TThhee  VVooiiccee””  ffiinnaalliisstt  

AAddaamm  WWaakkeeffiieelldd..  

  

DDuurriinngg  tthhiiss  9900  mmiinnuuttee  ssppeecciiaall  ccoonncceerrtt,,  vviieewweerrss  ccaann  ggoo  oonnlliinnee  

ttoo  vviieeww  aa  ffuullll  lliisstt  ooff  vvoolluunntteeeerr  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  

CChheessaappeeaakkee  

rreeggiioonn..  FFrroomm  

ssttrreeaamm  cclleeaannuuppss  ttoo  ppllaannttiinngg  aanndd  ootthheerr  aaccttiivviittiieess,,  

tthheeyy  ccaann  aallll  uussee  yyoouurr  hheellpp..  IIff  yyoouu  lliivvee  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  

CChheessaappeeaakkee  BBaayy  aarreeaa,,  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  ggiivviinngg  

ssoommee  ttiimmee  ttoo  aann  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  vvoolluunntteeeerr  ggrroouupp  

nneeaarr  yyoouu!!  

  

FFrroomm  tthhee  bbeeaacchheess  aalloonngg  tthhee  EEaasstteerrnn  sshhoorree  ttoo  tthhee  

hheeaaddwwaatteerrss  ooff  tthhee  SSuussqquueehhaannnnaa  RRiivveerr,,  tthhee  

CChheessaappeeaakkee  BBaayy  ppllaayyss  aann  iimmppoorrttaanntt  rroollee  iinn  tthhee  ccuullttuurree,,  eeccoonnoommyy,,  aanndd  bbeeaauuttyy  ooff  oouurr  ccoouunnttrryy..  

LLiisstteenn  ttoo  ggrreeaatt  mmuussiicc  wwhhiillee  cceelleebbrraattiinngg  vvoolluunntteeeerriissmm,,  aanndd  hheellppiinngg  pprreesseerrvvee  tthhiiss  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  

nnaattuurraall  rreessoouurrccee..    TThhee  ccoonncceerrtt  iiss  aa  ccoo--pprroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  MMaarryyllaanndd  PPuubblliicc  TTeelleevviissiioonn  aanndd  WWTTMMDD  

RRaaddiioo..  



CCoonnoowwiinnggoo  DDaamm::  

PPoowweerr  oonn  tthhee  

SSuussqquueehhaannaa 
  60 Minutes, 2016 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

  
A historical retrospective that explores the impact of the building of Maryland’s 

Conowingo Dam that began construction in 1926 on the lower Susquehanna River.  The 

medium-height, masonry gravity dam opened in 1928 and is second in size only to the 

massive hydroelectric works at Niagara Falls, New York.  When it was opened, the 

Conowingo was celebrated worldwide as a miraculous engineering feat.  Now, the dam’s 

unique story and place in history is relived in a one-hour documentary that recalls the 

drama and controversy that has swirled around the structure since its opening. From the 

drowning of an historic village and rich valley farmland… to stories focusing on town 

life downriver… and to the fate of Chesapeake Bay and its marine life, the Conowingo 

Dam’s story is rich in history and irony – a tale that has waited nearly 90 years to be told. 



PPoottoommaacc  bbyy  AAiirr:: 

OOuurr  NNaattiioonn’’ss  RRiivveerr  
    60 Minutes, 2015 

  Originally Released through APT 

    on: 2/14/16 

  Rights: unlimited plays through 

   2/13/20 

  

 

Its names number more than sixty, from The Elizabeth to the Cheneoow and even the 

Turkey Buzzard.  It has been written 

about by historians, pondered by 

philosophers, and cherished by those 

whose hearts it has won.  It has been 

stolen by states, invaded by foreign 

navies, traversed by hostile armies and 

fought over by warring natives, all 

while serving as a silent witness to 

manmade history. The Potomac River is 

the nation’s river.   

 

Maryland Public Television explores the river’s natural and man-made history in 

Potomac by Air: Our Nation’s River.  Coming on the heels of MPT’s critically-

acclaimed Chesapeake Bay by Air, Potomac by Air: Our Nation’s River will tell the 

stories of the river -- tales that bring alive the history of the Potomac and our country.   

 

Beginning at the Potomac’s north branch at Fairfax Stone, West Virginia, the film 

captures the river’s rapid descent through 

the steep, rocky gorges of the 

Appalachian Mountains into the Piedmont 

region of Maryland, exploring the natural 

and man-made history along the way.  

The program follows the meandering, 

widening river south, past the Great Falls, 

and into the modern power center we 

know as “D.C.”  There, Potomac by Air: 

Our Nation’s River will capture beautifully shot High Definition pictures of the nation’s 

collection of monuments and memorials, from the Washington Monument, to The U.S. 

Capitol, the White House, Jefferson 

Memorial, the National Cathedral, and 

many more.  Flying further south, 

Potomac by Air explores the serene 

natural duality of the river’s life and 

flow, from non-tidal freshwater to 

brackish and tidal. Finally, emerging 

into the Chesapeake Bay.  The program 

captures, as no other film, the stories of 

this uniquely American jewel. 



TTiillgghhmmaann  TTaalleess::    
BBuuiillddiinngg  BBooaattss,,  LLiivveess  

&&  MMeemmoorriieess  oonn  tthhee  

CChheessaappeeaakkee  BBaayy  
 30 Minutes, 2016 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

  

TTiillgghhmmaann  IIssllaanndd  mmaayy  bbee  aa  lloonngg  wwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd,,  bbuutt  iittss  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  

rreessiiddeennttss,,  ppaasstt  aanndd  pprreesseenntt,,  hhaavvee  

ffoorrggeedd  aa  hhiissttoorryy  aanndd  lleeggaaccyy  tthhaatt  

rreeaacchheess  ffaarr  bbeeyyoonndd  iittss  sshhoorreess..  

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt,,  iinnnnoovvaattiivvee,,  aanndd  

iiddiioossyynnccrraattiicc,,  tthheeyy  ffuussee  iinnttuuiittiioonn,,  

eexxppeerriieennccee,,  aanndd  sshheeeerr  ddeetteerrmmiinnaattiioonn  

ttoo  aacchhiieevvee  wwhhaatteevveerr  tthheeyy  sseett  oouutt  ttoo  

aaccccoommpplliisshh..  WWhheetthheerr  iinn  bbuuiillddiinngg  rraaccee  

wwiinnnniinngg  lloogg  ccaannooeess,,  oorr  oovveerrccoommiinngg  

ttaabbooooss  aabboouutt  wwoommeenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  oonn  tthhee  

wwaatteerr,,  tthheeiirr  ccaann--ddoo  aattttiittuuddee  nneevveerr  

wwaavveerrss..    

  

TTiillgghhmmaann  TTaalleess  sshhaarreess  tthhee  

ssttoorriieess  ooff  aa  ffeeww  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd’’ss  

nnoottaabblleess  rreeccoouunntteedd  bbyy  ccoolloorrffuull  

ssttoorryytteelllleerrss,,  llooccaall  eexxppeerrttss,,  sseellff--

ttaauugghhtt  hhiissttoorriiaannss,,  iinnnnoovvaattiivvee  

bbooaatt  bbuuiillddeerrss,,  ““jjaacckkss----ooff--aallll--

ttrraaddeess,,””  sseellff--rreelliiaanntt  wwoommeenn,,  aanndd  

iinnddeeffaattiiggaabbllee  ooccttooggeennaarriiaannss..  

TThhrroouugghh  tthheemm  wwee  mmeeeett  sseevveerraall  

ggeenneerraattiioonnss  ooff  lleeggeennddaarryy  

TTiillgghhmmaann  bbooaatt  bbuuiillddeerrss  aanndd  

ssoommee  iinnttrreeppiidd    wwoommeenn  wwhhoo  lloovvee  tthhee  wwaatteerr  aanndd  tthhee  wwaatteerrmmaann’’ss  lliiffee  aass  ffiieerrcceellyy  aass  tthhee  mmeenn..    



DDoowwnneeee  OOcceeaann,,  

HHoonn!!   
  60 Minutes, 2014 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask a Marylander where they’re headed this summer, and chances are you’re bound to 

hear “downee ocean” (down the ocean).  That can only mean one place: Ocean City.  

“OC” is the major beach destination 

in the state, drawing hundreds of 

thousands of visitors and millions of 

dollars to the place where land meets 

water each year.  Now, Maryland 

Public Television is laying claim to 

the OCMD experience by creating its 

newest program about life and fun at 

the ocean --  Downee Ocean, Hon!  -

- a vividly shot one-hour trip to the 

beach, filled with loads of fun, sun 

and salt water taffy.  From the beach 

to the boardwalk, from the Ferris Wheel to Fager’s Island, from sunrise on the beach to 

nightlife by the bay, Downee Ocean, Hon! captures the OC experience – from the rich 

history, family traditions, and small-town charm that’s kept Ocean City as one of the East 

Coast’s top vacation spots. 

 



AAnnootthheerr  DDaawwnn::  

TTiillgghhmmaann  iinn  

TTrraannssiittiioonn   
  30 Minutes, 2014 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

 

 

 

Like generations before them, Tilghman Island’s watermen get up every morning and 

head out to wrest a living from the Chesapeake Bay; “it’s in their blood.” But 

increasingly they find it a challenge to make a living. As the Bay’s bounty declines, 

regulation increases, and the cost of 

operating a workboat escalates, 

watermen turn to other livelihoods and 

their wives find office jobs to 

supplement their family’s income and 

provide health benefits. Another 

Dawn: Tilghman in Transition picks 

up the watermen’s story where it left 

off in Growing up on Tilghman, the 

previous film produced by the 

Tilghman Watermen’s Museum.  How do they deal with all the changes? How do they 

adapt? What do they see as the future for this true watermen’s community? What remains 

clear through all of their words, however, is the generosity, ingenuity, and beauty that 

distinguish this special community.  



DDiissttiinnccttiivvee  HHoommeess  

ooff  tthhee  CChheessaappeeaakkee   
  60 Minutes, 2013 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

 

The lure of waterfront living still remains 

irresistible to many, with some enjoying a 

home of their dreams on the Chesapeake 

Bay year ‘round.  Distinctive Homes of the Chesapeake opens the door to Maryland’s 

unique, historic and magnificent homes surrounding the Chesapeake Bay for intimate 

tours.  Explore a colonial-era manor hand-crafted in the 

1700s, an unusual houseboat with different waterfront 

views each day, and modern architectural marvels that 

blend the best of Bay living with gorgeous settings.   
 

 OCEAN HALL – From historical records and tree-ring dating - 

Ocean Hall in St. Mary’s County is Maryland’s oldest brick 

home, and Dr. James Boyd and his wife Jennifer have 

painstakingly restored it to its 1703 glory.   

 LOBLOLLY HOUSE – Steve Kieran is an architect whose 

passion for environmental responsibility and green design 

resulted in his remarkable home nestled among the Loblolly 

pines on the water in Dorchester County, which you have to see 

to believe.  

 ASHBY – This former bed and breakfast on a tranquil Miles River setting has rooms named after 

family members laid to rest in the back yard cemetery – and was also the site of a Hollywood murder.  

 WHITEHALL – In 1760, Maryland’s then-Provincial 

Governor Horatio Sharpe decided to build his colonial 

dream home on Chesapeake Bay, and he did -- 

including a front lawn with nearly 2 miles of private 

coastline.  

 SCIENTISTS’ CLIFFS - Once an exclusive retreat 

for scientists and educators in the 1940s, some of the 

cabins on Calvert County’s famed cliffs are either 

frozen in time or have evolved into full time 

residences - depending on which road you take.  

 BALTIMORE LIGHT – Few homes can claim a 

360-degree unobstructed view of the Chesapeake, but 

this unique structure near the Bay Bridge is the only 

weekend getaway that’s been an operating lighthouse 

for over 100 years. 

 THE FRIARY ON THE SEVERN - This Georgian 

style mansion was once used as a Catholic Friary 

complete with a chapel and dormitory.  It was 

renovated into one of the most spectacular houses in 

the region, and is home to a couple who have sold 

more crab cakes than anyone else in the world. 

 

From St. Michael’s to Easton and Annapolis to St. Mary’s, Distinctive Homes of the 

Chesapeake steps inside to explore each home’s fascinating history and architecture 

while meeting some of the special people who live there.     

 



TThhee  GGrreeaatt  AAqquuaarriiuumm  

TTrreeaassuurree  HHuunntt 
  30 Minutes, 2013 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

 
 

Get ready for an exciting and educational 

experience to share with your younger 

viewers!  The students of South Town Middle School are ready for the coolest class field 

trip of the year to the National Aquarium.   But this time there’s a catch – Science 

Teacher Mr. Hedgeman has turned it 

into a Treasure Hunt!  What amazing 

things can they find and learn before 

time is up?   Classmates Dewey and 

Trevor love a challenge, but will they 

figure out their clues and stay ahead 

of the other students – especially 

Sloane - to win the grand prize?     

 

Join Dewey and Trevor on a wild exploration of the National Aquarium, home to 

thousands of species of marine life!   In this fast paced adventure, meet the experts all 

throughout this aquatic world located in 

Baltimore’s Inner Harbor.   Find out what marine 

life is in the Chesapeake Bay, go “down under” 

to visit the crocodiles of Australia, discover the 

frogs of an indoor rainforest, and submerge 

yourself into the Atlantic and Pacific oceans for 

an up close look at the astounding array of deep 

sea life from sharks to rays to dolphins!  

 

In the end, Dewey and Trevor will explore the entire aquarium, but can they be the first 

team to have all the answers before it’s too late?  Find out in the exciting adventure of 

The Great Aquarium Treasure Hunt!  



SSeeccrreettss  ooff  tthhee  

CChheessaappeeaakkee   
  60 Minutes, 2012 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

 

From the stillness of the mass 

underwater graves of ancient ships 

to the eye-popping, eardrum-

busting fighter jets of Pax River, they claim the title of the Chesapeake’s best-kept 

secrets.  From buried treasure to haunted 

lighthouses, crazy legends and myths, 

eccentric sporting -- even characters 

wacky and a little bizarre -- to provincial 

cuisine and natural wonders, the Bay and 

surrounding locales are alive with 

obscure-but-fascinating destinations. 

 

For the armchair adventurer among us 

who craves the uncanny -- for those who 

veer off-the- beaten-path -- our new guide 

to discovering these home-grown places 

is Secrets of the Chesapeake. 

Secrets of the Chesapeake travels the 

Chesapeake region – east and west, north and 

south, from mountain to marsh – to ask locals 

for sage advice to discover and uncover the 

most unusual places to explore and things to do 

for the weekender. 

 

But 

these 

aren’t 

ordinary tourist destinations. Instead, they’re 

spots that only a native would point to:  remote 

shorelines where beachcombers can find 

beautiful and rare sea glass; an island gem-of-a-

seafood-shack; quiet crossroads where tragic 

local history comes alive.  Secrets of the Chesapeake takes viewers to places they’ll never 

forget where they’ll meet people they’ve only read about.  



CChheessaappeeaakkee  BBaayy  

BByy  AAiirr 
 60 Minutes, 2011 

 Original Release Date: 9/5/11  

    (APT Exchange rights 

     available until 2/17/2021) 

 Rights: Unlimited Plays through 

             February 17, 2021 

 
From the wild beauty of meandering creeks and rivers… to the dramatic allure of Calvert 

Cliffs… from lonely 

lighthouses… to the bustle of 

Annapolis and the power of 

the mighty Susquehanna… 

Chesapeake Bay By Air is a 

soaring look at the sites and 

attractions throughout the 

Chesapeake Bay Region 

presented in amazing High 

Definition.   

 

The program opens from the 

sky and swoops down over famous Chesapeake-area landmarks, such as: St. Michaels, 

the Chesapeake Bay Bridge, Annapolis and the Baltimore Harbor.  Viewers will marvel 

at the Chesapeake Bay in all its glory - in spring, summer and fall - as we touch the 

history, excitement, natural 

beauty and appeal of the 

Chesapeake region and all it has 

to offer. 

 

Other highlights also include: 

Smith Island; Crisfield; St. 

Mary’s City; the Blackwater 

Wildlife Refuge; Calvert Cliffs; 

Tilghman Island; Kent Island; 

Baltimore Light; the Port of 

Baltimore; Gunpowder River; the Potomac, Chesapeake and Delaware Canal and more.   

 



TThhee  CChheessaappeeaakkee  

BBaayy  BBrriiddggee 
  60 Minutes, 2011 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

 
Shot in High Definition, The 

Chesapeake Bay Bridge captures the 

physical majesty of the bridge and 

its distinct personality.   Soaring 186 feet above the water, and spanning 4.3 miles the 

Chesapeake Bay Bridge opened for business in 1952 and opened the door to a new era in 

Maryland. The William Preston Lane, Jr. Memorial 

Bridge, commonly referred to as the Bay Bridge, 

connected Maryland’s rural, historically isolated 

communities on the Eastern Shore with the fast-

growing Baltimore and Washington metropolitan 

areas.  

 

Using archival photos, aerials and images taken from 

boats on the bay, The Chesapeake Bay Bridge traces 

the bumpy ride to construction of the Bay Bridge, chronicling the early setbacks and political 

tenacity it took to realize an idea that first 

percolated in the early 20th century. 

Interviews with key participants bring to 

life the colorful characters involved, the 

near disasters and the amazing engineering 

feats that created the bridge that was once 

the world’s longest continuous over-water 

steel structure. 

 

The Chesapeake Bay Bridge also looks at 

the far-reaching effects the Bay Bridge has 

had on everything from commerce to 

commuting.  The Bay Bridge helped fuel the 

growth of the tourism industry, transforming 

tiny beachside resorts like Ocean City into 

crowded summertime destinations. Residents 

and business owners reflect on the changes, 

and how they were initially caught off guard 

by throngs of vacationers descending on the 

small coastal towns in 1952.  

 

Farmers, residents of tight-knit communities 

along Route 50 and historians paint a vivid picture of life before and after the bridge. While 

those who have made a living working on the bridge, toll collectors, engineers, maintenance 

workers and inspectors share their stories and their unique perspective.   

 

The Bay Bridge forever altered Maryland’s landscape and the lives of its citizens. The 

Chesapeake Bay Bridge explores all facets of the transformation through firsthand accounts, 

stunning photography and well-crafted storytelling. 



GGrroowwiinngg  uupp  oonn  

TTiillgghhmmaann 
  30 Minutes, 2011 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

 

Not so long ago, Tilghman’s Island 

was a community with few amenities 

and no fences - where children roamed freely, neighbors took care of each other, and 

families bonded together to wrest a living from the bountiful but challenging Chesapeake 

Bay. It was a community that valued hard work, ingenuity, good humor, and the beauty 

and power of the natural world.   

 

Produced by the Tilghman Island Museum, Growing up on Tilghman takes a fond look at 

the history of this unique Chesapeake waterman’s community. Filled with beautiful 

footage of the Bay and archival images from years gone by, Growing Up on Tilghman 

also introduces viewers to 11 unforgettable residents as they recall their unique heritage 

and discuss the challenges of sharing it with future generations. 



TThhee  SSkkiippjjaacckkss 
  30 Minutes, 2010 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

 

 

 

A sentimental look at the history of an iconic 

Maryland fishing vessel, the Skipjack, 

through the eyes of Deal Island locals who have sailed these “Mack Trucks of the 

Chesapeake” for decades in search of the once-ubiquitous Maryland oyster.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BBuuggeeyyee::  

AA  CChheessaappeeaakkee  

LLeeggaaccyy   
  30 Minutes, 2009 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sid Dixon plans to sail it out of historic 

St. Michael’s piled high with 

watermelons.  He’ll point the bow north 

into the calm shallows of the Miles River, 

pray for a stiff breeze, and hope it will 

push him up the Chesapeake and into Fells 

Point.   

 

Dixon, a colorful Eastern Shore 

entrepreneur and self-proclaimed 

Renaissance man, is eager to set sail for 

the port of Baltimore in the latest hand-

crafted boat to emerge from his well-worn 

work shed.   

 

It’s a Bugeye, the Chesapeake Bay’s water-

borne workhorse that plied this region’s 

waters for more than a century.  As the 

precursor to the Skipjack, Maryland Public 

Television started followed the story of 

Dixon and his Bugeye, visiting his St. 

Michael’s boatworks shed regularly to 

capture the tradition of hand-built 

boatmaking first-hand.  The finished product 

is Bugeye: A Chesapeake Legacy, a fun-

loving look at Dixon’s labor of love from keel-laying to launch to time under sail on the 

open Chesapeake Bay. 



CChheessaappeeaakkee  WWiinnee  

CCoouunnttrryy   
  30 Minutes, 2009 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

 

 

 

Few phrases have quite as much allure for 

the would-be traveler as "Wine Country".  

Two words which summon up images of 

sunny vineyards, cavernous barrel rooms, 

informal yet artful hospitality, and above 

all select hand-crafted wines waiting to be tasted.   

 

Wine Country is rural and agrarian, a feast for the eye, a delight for the senses.  Yet it's 

organized on a human scale, built upon the dreams of ordinary men and women who 

choose to make a livelihood from the soil.  Above all Wine Country is a place filled with 

the mystique of the grape and the 

wonderful alchemy that changes 

fruit into something approaching 

art. 

      

For the thirsty traveler in 

Maryland, every point of the 

compass leads to Wine Country.  

It's there in the Eastern Shore, 

Southern Maryland, the Central 

Counties and in Western 

Maryland.  Clusters of wineries 

straddle wine trails, laid out so 

that a wine tourist can drive the entire circuit in an easy relaxing day.  The wines of 

Maryland await discovery.  And the hard working wine makers and grape growers of the 

Free State are eager to share with you the romance of visiting Wine Country. 

 



EEaattiinn’’  CCrraabbccaakkeess::  

TThhee  BBeesstt  II  EEvveerr  HHaadd 
  30 Minutes, 2009 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 
 
 

Nancy Faidley makes a funny face when 

you ask her for her secret ingredient.  She owns and runs Faidley’s Seafood Market in a 

crowded corner stall in Baltimore’s noisy and near-ancient Lexington Market.  Here, she 

regularly sells out of her specialty: Faidley’s famous crab cakes.  Mrs. Faidley will show 

you how she puts her crab cakes together by hand, and even how long she deep fries 

them.  But her secret blend of ingredients is off-

limits.  Forever, she says. 

 

Her long-guarded secret reflects a happy 

tradition among crab aficionados, from 

restaurateurs and chefs to housewives and 

watermen:  personal ownership of the world’s 

best-tasting crab cake recipe.   

 

Apparently, there are thousands of them! 

 

Maryland Public Television takes up the 

challenge of tracking down the Crabcake’s 

Finest in its newest Eatin’ Chesapeake 

Style series with Eatin’ Crabcakes: 

Chesapeake Style, a fun-loving, kitchen-

hopping adventure that traverses the state 

in search of Crab Cake Heaven. 

 

From G&M’s famous goliath-sized crab 

cakes for the hungriest seafood purest 

among us, to the rarified palette that craves 

stovetop tradition with a lilt, to ol’ time tried-and-true recipes that have survived kitchen-

based tests and trials of the ages, Eatin’ Crabcakes: Chesapeake Style is the ultimate 

crab cake treasure hunt across the Chesapeake region. 

 



EEaattiinn’’  CCrraabbss::  

CChheessaappeeaakkee  SSttyyllee  
   

  30 Minutes, 2007 

  Release Date: 4/21/19  

  Rights: 5 plays through 12/31/19 

  

  

  

  

  

Eatin’ Crabs:  Chesapeake Style is Maryland Public Television’s video foray into the 

world of the blue crab from dockside to table, capturing the uniquely Maryland slice of 

life that is the custom of enjoying a mound of hot steamed crabs.  

 

From Baltimore’s busiest harborside districts, filled with some of the region’s most 

famed crab shacks, to beloved and isolated locales filled with crab-hungry locals from 

Ocean City to Oakland, Eatin’ Crabs: 

Chesapeake Style catches the world of 

crab-loving and cracks it open for all to see. 

 

    

 

 


